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lit
by Jay McDermond

A few days ago I was scheduled to
give a meditation to a group of workers
in Nappanee. Since it was November, I
thought a Thanksgiving topic would be
most appropriate. So I began to search
for the perfect Thanksgiving text. In the
course of my search I came across Psalm
147, which looked like the perfect passage for a Thanksgiving meditation.
The psalm begins with a very good
imperative statement: Praise the Lord!
The reason for praising God is the fact
that God is "gracious" and a response of
praise is quite appropriate. We know
that's true, don't we? If a person deals
kindly with another, the natural response
of the second party is usually one of
thankfulness.
The psalmist then lists a variety of
reasons why the people of God should
praise their Lord. Their God builds and
creates, he gathers the outcasts and heals
the brokenhearted. God is all-powerful.
The Lord of Israel is understanding and
just. Their God sustains, defends and
gives them peace. Who would not appreciate a God like that?
The psalmist also mentions that God
does not expect much in return for all
this goodness. All he desires in return is
Israel's respect and a willingness on the
part of the people to place their hope in
his steadfast love.
I was quite excited. This was the perJay McDermond is pastor of the Nappanee, IN congregation.
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feet text for a Thanksgiving meditation.
It contained appropriate themes, lauded
God's goodness to humanity, and recommended a proper response of praise
f r o m those who receive these blessings.
Then I read the last two verses of the
psalm:
"He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and ordinances to Israel.
He has not dealt thus with any other
nation;
they do not know his ordinances.
Praise the Lord!" ( w . 19-20, RSV)
Wait a minute, I thought. Those
verses seemed out of place. Perhaps I
was reading with the wrong inflections
and tones, but the verses sounded very
smug. The writer says that it is good to
be glad you are in God's favor, and that
certainly is quite true. But he also seems
to be reflecting the Hebrew mindset of
his day, which said it was equally good
to be glad that your neighbor was not in
God's favor. What appears to be suggested in these two verses is the idea that
God blesses some people because they
are deserving of such a blessing. It is
almost as if the closing verses say, "God
has blessed us and rightfully so; we
deserve it."
Part of the reason I struggled with
those two verses is the fact that all too
often, Americans (perhaps Canadians,
too, eh?) believe that same myth. Some
Christian leaders today would have us
believe we can measure by our material
assets God's favor or disfavor of our
lives. These false prophets tell us that
God smiles on the well-to-do, that's why
they are well-to-do. Their evidence in-

cludes comparisons between 1981 Mercedes and 1967 Chevys, old run-down
houses and elaborate estates in the best
part of town. These voices hint (and
sometimes come right out and say) that
if a person actively works for God, then
God will heap all types of material blessings on him or her. And come November
(or October, for Canadians), we are
called to reflect on "God's goodness" to
the faithful, who just happen to be the
well-to-do.
I do not accept that line of reasoning
because it misses a number of important
factors. Repeatedly the Bible tells us
that God also cares for the poor, usually
because the wealthy don't. The prophets,
who were God's mouthpieces, warn us
that we should not be mesmerized by an
abundance of things. It is not always a
sign of God's approval. More often than
not, it is the reason for God's wrath, as
abundance and self-sufficiency crowd
God out of one's life. And Jesus himself
tells us that God is no respecter of persons, but treats all people, both evil and
good, according to the same standards.
One's social standing is not sure-fire evidence of God's approval.
That the "insiders" deserve to be special simply because they are "insiders"
was the bottom line that I struggled
with. There is something about being an
"insider" that makes one insensitive to
who he or she really is. We tend to forget
how we got inside. We did not get into
God's family because we were better
than the rest. All too often we select the
wrong standards of measurement. We
look at the local alcoholic and say, "I'm
not that bad, praise the Lord!" But less
frequently do we look at the other end of
the spectrum. It is more difficult to look
at a person who is totally wrapped up in
the work of building God's kingdom
and say, "I must do better."
Unfortunately, it seems that being an
"insider" encourages us to forget who we
really are—persons who are "insiders"
only because God has been gracious to
us.
That's the real reason to celebrate and
and be thankful. •
Evangelical
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by Miriam Stern

Advent—
a time of
heart
preparation

The media keeps reminding the public that it's so m a n y days until Christmas. What motives lie behind those
incessant reminders? To hurry people to
shop for presents the receivers might not
need or even want? To push card senders to fill their social obligation to all
those f r o m w h o m they received cards
last year—and with only their name
signed or, easier still, printed? Or to
store up an inordinate supply of sugary
foods and confectionary (to ensure the
dentists of ample business for the next
year)?
It has not been traditional in the
Brethren in Christ Church to keep the
liturgical church calendar. (I owe much
of my appreciation for that to training in
a Lutheran hospital.) But I have come to
put a high priority on the Advent season. So, f o u r weeks before Christmas,
people a r o u n d us know that Christmas
is coming. The preparation we encourage is that of the heart, putting Christ
and his Word back into Christmas.
Since living in Lusaka, our house is
not the celebrative site for the Advent
candles, but our church is. In Zambia
you must think ahead to even have poor
quality white candles on hand for the
occasion. Usually these hard-soughtafter candles are stuck into a container
of sand, decorated freshly each Sunday
with local flora. A schedule is made in
advance of church families who will
prepare presentations for the service,
using a paper with some suggestions.
O u r T o n g a h y m n b o o k has a limited
n u m b e r of Christmas carols and this is a
chance to teach the few we have. On the
first Sunday of Advent we always sing
"Silent Night." I confess there's always a
tingling sensation down my spine as the
rich h a r m o n y swells with each verse.
Even though it's November 29, it marks
the time—the Christmas season is here.
Ira and Miriam Stern are engaged in a
church-planting ministry in Lusaka, the capital of Zambia.
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The program we use in our Advent
celebration, " T h e F o u r Comings of
Jesus," is not original. Briefly, it is this:
—first candle symbolizes Christ's coming as a h u m a n baby
—second candle symbolizes his coming into our hearts as Savior
—third candle symbolizes his coming
in the air for his people
—fourth candle symbolizes his coming to reign as King of Kings
—fifth candle is Christ's birthday
candle
The first four candles are lit on the four
Sundays before Christmas, the fifth on
Christmas Day. Last year I noted our
pastor used the same theme for his
sermons.
This celebration also ties family-togetherness with Christmas. As many
members of a household as can be present stand together around the candles.
The youngest (but capable) member
strikes the match and nervously lights
the candles. Often the highschoolers
read the Scripture lesson in English.
Last year a widow who had recently
learned to read proudly read the Tonga
lesson. There may be a family special
song, comments and then a prayer.
Another young person in the family
then blows out the flame.
*

*

*

*

*

P.S. Families with children may want
to consider using candles whose colors
would relate to the " F o u r comings of
Jesus" in this way:
—first Sunday—a yellow candle symbolizing Jesus as the light of the world
—second Sunday—red candle to symbolize Jesus as our Savior through his
blood
—third Sunday—white candle—the
pure church, ready for the coming Christ
— f o u r t h Sunday—green—everlasting life, reigning with Christ
—Christmas Day—purple—the birthday of the King. •
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UPDATE

Bringing good news to
the poor in Harrisburg
by Harriet Bicksler

With the November 2 down payment
of $ 100,000 on the property at 2001 Paxton Street, the proposed ministry to the
poor in Harrisburg, PA is one step
closer to reality. Dedication services
were set for November 22.
As reported in the August 10 Visitor,
the newly incorporated Paxton Street
H o m e Benevolent Society had negotiated a purchase of the former Messiah
Home building, which had been sold in
1978 but reverted to the Messiah Village
Board of Trustees.
The Society's decision to buy the
property and proceed with their plans
for a personal care boarding home came
a few days after receiving counsel f r o m
the Board of Benevolence, suggesting
instead a different, smaller ministry in
another facility. Members of the Society,
although appreciating the Board of Benevolence's suggestions, believed the Lord
was leading them to buy the property.
Part of their concern was the fact that
the Paxton Street property has a long
history of ministering to needy people.
Originally known as the Messiah Rescue
and Benevolent Home, it was a place
where the staff cared about the people
for whom they were responsible. The
building definitely has important symbolic value. It also has high visibility
because it is well-known and large. A
smaller g r o u p home would very easily
"fade into the woodwork," whereas a
ministry on this large a scale will be a
continual reminder of the commitment
to serve the poor. Further, it is strategically located a m o n g the greatest concentration of Brethren in Christ churches
and just a few miles away from Messiah
College.

Harriet Bicksler is a writer and editor. She
and her husband Dale and family live in
Harrisburg, PA.
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The Society's Executive Council offers
other reasons for continuing with the
Paxton Street Home proposal as originally conceived. Area social agencies
have agreed that one large facility housing up to 100 people can be staffed and
operated more efficiently than several
smaller group homes. Furthermore, the
need in the Harrisburg area for a personal care boarding home has been welldocumented; there is little doubt that the
Home could eventually be filled to
capacity all or most of the time.
The Christian commitment to the
project is deep-rooted. The committee
believes that the evangelical church
ought to be doing more to help the poor
in this nation. The Paxton Street Home
can help to increase awareness of the
needs of the poor and encourage faithfulness to the very real biblical concern
for the poor and weak. Believing that
God wants the Paxton Street ministry
and that he can work miracles to make it
happen provides constant encouragement and motivation for those involved
in the project.
At the same time that Executive
Council members were soliciting funds,
they were also busily preparing the
building for the November opening. The
building itself requires little more than
thorough cleaning and some refurbishing. The structure is sound and will pass
Pennsylvania Department of Labor and
Industry inspection as a personal care
facility (it was condemned only as a
nursing care facility). Most of the major
refurbishing jobs (such as installing
storm windows) will be done by volunteers. Basic furniture for each room
remained in the building after the previous owner defaulted on his mortgage,
but donations of other furnishings,
especially draperies, curtains, dressers
and lamps, are being accepted. Several
sewing auxiliaries are helping to alter
the donated drapes to fit the windows.

The basic purpose for opening the
Home is to demonstrate Christian concern by providing low-cost housing for
poor people unable to care for themselves. But those planning the type of
care which the home will offer have
much more in mind than just r o o m and
board. Instead, residents will be a part of
a caring community where they will be
treated with dignity and made to feel
like worthwhile persons.
Probably most important in setting
the tone for the entire program of care is
the staff, headed by Glenn and Beth
Frey as co-administrators. The Executive Council, which is currently responsible for planning, consists of the Freys,
Woody Dalton, J o h n Kreider, David
Miller, Avery Heisey, and D w a y n e
Stutzman. Later there will also be an
Advisory Council made up of people
f r o m area social and religious bodies
who will share their professional expertise. To actually run the Home, there
will be very few paid staff persons, with
most of the personnel coming as volunteers. Already five people have volunteered full-time service, including a professional cook. These people, and others
still being recruited, will live in the building among the residents, thus providing
24-hour care.
In addition to full-time staff, there
will be many opportunities for others to
volunteer several hours or days a week
to help with cleaning, cooking, whatever. Two large potential sources of
volunteers are young people and senior
citizens. Also, ways are being explored
to provide opportunities for Messiah
College students to do practical work at
the P a x t o n Street Home. For example,
nursing students can learn community
health, dietetics s t u d e n t s can learn
quantity cooking, and social workers
can do their practicums with individual
residents.
While the residents must be treated as
Evangelical
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individuals with separate needs and interests, the staff hopes to encourage
them to participate in group activities.
The residents will likely be divided into
several smaller groups of similar needs
and interests, and will live close to each
other. These small groups within the
total group are intended to facilitate a
sense of closeness and group identity
which is often not possible in an institutional setting. At the same time, the
large institution will make possible a
large variety of activities for a variety of
personalities.
Besides offering a caring atmosphere
in which to live, plans call for providing
residents with a number of activities
which will fill what otherwise might be
lonely or boring days. Numerous opportunities will be given for residents to talk
about themselves or to interact with
others, either with individuals willing to
listen or in group "rap sessions." For
many of the potential residents, the
therapy of talking to someone willing to
listen will be a new experience. Other
possible activities include exercise classes, occupational therapy, a greenhouse
in the basement, garden plots, crafts, a
thrift shop, and weekly religious services
in the chapel.
In preparing their operating budget,
the Executive Council is relying heavily
on volunteer labor. As finances become
more stable, more paid staff persons will
be added. Most of the income for meeting operating expenses will come from
the rent charged to residents. Out of a
total anticipated income for the first
year of $220,000, only $28,000 is projected to be provided by churches and
individuals. The rest will come from rent
and from reimbursement by the state for
social workers' salaries. Expenses for
that same period, based on 90% occupancy, are anticipated at $192,000.
Not covered in the proposed operating budget is the purchase price of the
building. The Messiah Village Board of
Trustees agreed to sell the building, its
contents and the surrounding land to
the Paxton Street Home Benevolent
Society for $500,000. The first $100,000
was paid on Nov. 2. With this down
payment made, the committee plans to
hold capital fund drives for $100,000
each year until the purchase price has
been paid.
Probably the two largest concerns
among Brethren in Christ people regarding the Paxton Street proposal are over
the possible competition for funds with
other church causes and whether it is
good stewardship to put those resources
November
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Former site of Messiah Home (now Messiah Village), this 100-room facility on
Paxton Street is being renovated ror a ministry to the poor of Harrisburg.

into a project whose success is not guaranteed. The first concern cannot be
lightly overlooked, especially in light of
several fund drives in the church, such as
the Board for Missions' current campaign to help meet its annual budget.
Many worry, perhaps legitimately, that
money which otherwise might be given
to missions or other denominational
programs will go to the Paxton Street
Home.
Those involved with the Paxton Street
Home understand the concern, and yet
are convinced that there need not be any
competition. They contend that we are
able to raise money for the things we
really want. Many of us easily buy new
clothing, new furniture, a new car, even
a new church building because we want
these items or are able to rationalize that
they are necessary to meet our needs or
to maintain our social status. We spend
a lot of money which, if we are honest, is
used mostly to gratify ourselves. Do we
have the right, they argue, to keep so
much for ourselves and then to insist
that there isn't enough money for people
in need? Shouldn't we reorder our priorities in light of Jesus' command that we
feed the hungry, house the homeless,
and clothe the naked?
But is it good stewardship to spend
money on a project with no guarantee of
success? Several answers are given. Area
social and religious agencies have unanimously and enthusiastically endorsed the concept and have agreed in prin-

ciple to send referrals to the Paxton
Street Home. Secondly, the Executive
Council and their attorney, Jeffrey
Ernico of the Grantham congregation,
have carefully analyzed their plans and
have concluded the project is feasible.
Thirdly, they believe that whether or not
the project is ultimately successful, it is
worth the effort because it is obeying the
call of Christ to minister to the poor.
They also point to many other new
church programs which are launched
with no guarantee of success. As Woody
Dalton, chairman of the Executive Council and pastor of the Harrisburg congregation, says, "When the church goes
into the business of funding sure-fire
ventures, then we've lost our sense of
mission. This project is a calculated risk,
but it's one we're willing to take because
we believe strongly enough that it's
right."
The editorial in the September 10 Visitor noted that when we follow the Lord,
"we rather quickly will be confronted
with risks to take." The same issue posed
the very timely question by Bob
Spangler, "Should we take the urban
plunge?" Glenn and Beth Frey and
many others have already answered that
question affirmatively and are doing
something about it. To them, the Paxton Street Home seems to be a readymade ministry in the city which should
not be discarded at the same time that
the church is researching the feasibility
of other urban ministries. •
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Sing
to the Lord
a new song
by Dwight Thomas
Come we that love the Lord
And let our joys be known:
Join in a song with sweet accord
And thus surround the throne.
The hymnal committee, with the approval of the 1980 General Conference,
has begun the process of building a new
denominational hymnal. It is an exciting and stimulating process which will
require a great deal of diligence and continued input f r o m the church at large if
the new hymnal is to serve the church
well. Finding new hymns and songs that
reflect our theology and deciding which
of the present hymns can be omitted is
not an easy process. Most choices are
difficult: some are painful. The committee needs and welcomes input f r o m the
entire church constituency.
The Brethren in Christ are blessed
with a strong tradition of praising and
worshipping God through music. F r o m
our first hymnal published in 1862, we
stressed the importance of song in public and private worship. In the preface of
the 1874 Spiritual Hymns, a 19th-century Brethren in Christ hymnal committee stated:
The praise of God in spiritual
songs ever has been and ever will
be an important element of Christian worship; hence, the place occupied by the Book of Hymns in
the Church is second only to that
of the Bible.
Their vision for the hymnal's use extended beyond public worship to the private
realm:
It should be considered that in
many families the hymns are not
only sung, but also read, studied
and meditated upon; many persons who do not sing thus using
the Hymn-Book more than those
having the gift of song.
The Brethren in Christ heritage of
hymn singing is firmly grounded in the
tradition of German hymnody brought
6

to America by our founding fathers.
Mid-19th-century Brethren in Christ
expanded their repertory to include
hymns by the best English authors:
Watts, Newton, Wesley, Doddridge,
and others. Our tradition of 4-part congregational singing, which developed
through singing gospel songs after 1909,
is one we should cherish and encourage.
Since our first hymnal in 1862, the
Brethren in Christ have printed five different hymnals, each in a number of
editions or revisions. Brethren in Christ
authors and composers contributed almost 100 hymns to those hymnals. Ours
is a rich musical heritage, and the new
hymnal will add to that heritage. A
denominational hymnal which incorporates the strengths of our traditions
and reflects our special mix of Wesleyan
and Anabaptist strains will help to bind
us together as a brotherhood. It will
strengthen our corporate worship and
enrich our private devotions. The hymnal committee is striving to build just
such a hymnal.
With the approval of General Conference, the Commission on Music and
Worship, in cooperation with the Publication Board and the Board of Administration, selected the following people for
the h y m n a l committee: Loine Bert,
Ariel Blackketter, Jean Byer, Leonard
Chester, Arthur Climenhaga, Emerson
Frey (chairman), Bob Ives, Luke Keefer
Sr., Ron Long, D o n McNiven, R o n
Miller, Dwight Thomas, Eugene Wingert (secretary), Gertrude Witter, and
Erwin Thomas (ex officio as Publishing
Agent). The committee represents a
range of theological perspectives, ages,
geographical areas, and musical interests. We have already discovered that
each person brings special gifts and
perspectives to bear on the committee's
considerations.
The committee first met in October of
1980 to organize and chart the necessary
steps of the process and set a tentative
timetable. We estimate that the hymnal

will be finished in 3-5 years. In the meetings since then we have closely examined Hymns for Worship, making tentative decisions on which hymns should be
retained and which could be omitted in
the new hymnal. We have also gone
through other hymnals and song books
in search of new hymns. Our basic
source hymnals are: Hymns for Worship, Hymns for the Living
Church
(Hope), The New Broadman
Hymnal
(Baptist), The Mennonite
Hymnal,
Hymns of Faith and Life (joint Free
M e t h o d i s t / W e s l e y a n C h u r c h ) , The
Book of Hymns (United Methodist),
and Hymns for the Family of God
(Paragon/Gaither). We will search other
hymnals as well. We will probably even
bring back some hymns f r o m previous
Brethren in Christ hymnals.
The committee has sought input f r o m
the church in this process of hymn selection. A questionnaire was mailed to pastors and church musicians. More recently, a bulletin insert has been distributed
through all of the congregations in order
to obtain feedback on the new hymnal.
The committee evaluates hymns using
a list of criteria which involves the following: We want hymns that:
—reflect Brethren in Christ theology
and our concern for scriptural integrity
—are singable—a good combination
of text and tune
—are musically interesting
—speak to current Brethren in Christ
concerns and needs, as well as to
our heritage
—represent our vision of the church's
mission in the world
—reflect c o n t e m p o r a r y t r e n d s in
hymnody
—have depth, quality, and relevance.
Clearly our task is a difficult one, but
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it has been exciting to view all the possibilities as new hymns have come before
the committee. In order to share these
new hymns with the church, copies of
new possibilities will be circulated for
use in services. Regional hymn festivals
planned for the spring of 1982 and a
combined hymn festival at General Conference in California will give everyone
an opportunity to try out some of the
new hymns that merit consideration for
the new hymnal. Watch for announcements and plan to participate.
Any project of this kind requires
funding. Because the bulk of the work
occurs at the beginning of the hymnal's
life, there is a certain amount of "startup" cost which must be raised. After
publication, the hymnal will sustain
itself financially and may recover the
start-up cost over the life of the hymnal.
The 1980 General Conference granted
permission to raise up to $100,000 for
start-up costs. The hymnal committee
has established a sub-committee to facilitate the process and members of the
committee have themselves pledged to
support the project with their own financial resources. We hope to have paid
for the start-up costs by 1985. The startup costs may seem like a large sum, but
it is important to view this cost in terms
of the 20-year life of the hymnal. In
comparison to our total denominational
giving, it is a small price to pay for a
distinctive denominational hymnal—
one which we can share throughout the
church and which expresses our unique
character.
It is our desire that the new hymnal
become an effective tool for public and
private worship throughout the church.
We covet your prayers, support and
input throughout the process. With your
help we will attempt to build a hymnal
which will meet the changing needs of
today's church. Undoubtedly no one
will be happy with all our decisions: we
trust everyone will be happy with most
of them. We will do our utmost to build
a hymnal which will represent and
strengthen our unique theological and
musical heritage. May our song continue to be:
O, for a thousand tongues to sing
Our great Redeemer's praise;
The glories of our God and King,
The triumphs of His grace.
Send suggestions for new hymns and
other comments to:
Hymnal Committee
c/ o Evangel Press
P.O. Box 189
Nappanee, IN 46550
November
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Material aid
distributed in
Zimbabwe
Several dozen individuals waited
patiently outside Manyane School in
southwestern Zimbabwe. As the secretary called out their names they stepped
up to receive a blanket or bag of maize.
Some of them dragged the heavy bags to
donkey carts; others walked away with
them carefully balanced on their heads.
The scene has been repeated numerous times in recent months, as the
Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe
distributed food and other items donated
by Mennonite Central Committee to
needy individuals and institutions in
several sections of this country.
In April MCC sent a 6,800-pound
shipment of quilts, soap, milk powder,
health kits and other items to Zimbabwe. "One drum of milk powder was
found open but nothing was removed
from it," reported Brethren in Christ
staff person Samuel Mlotshwa after the
shipment arrived July 3. Mlotshwa, currently under salary to MCC, coordinates distribution of material aid items
in Zimbabwe through the Brethren in
Christ Church and Christian Care.
An exchange of 2,500 metric tons of
Canadian Food Bank wheat in 1980
made possible the distribution of maize
at Manyane School and in other foodshort areas. After a record-breaking
harvest in April and May, the country as

a whole is currently enjoying a substantial grain surplus.
Most of the goods from the April
shipment are going to hospitals and clinics operated by the Brethren in Christ
Church. Many of these lost linens and
other supplies during the fighting that
led to majority rule in Zimbabwe in
1980. MCC Zimbabwe worker Loraine
Buckwalter of Birdsboro, Pa., recommended the shipment in her assignment
as administrator for all Brethren in
Christ medical programs in the country.

At September agricultural fair in Santa
Cruz, Bolivia, MCCer Dallas Steiner
demonstrates the manual peanut sheller
that earlier won first prize in an appropriate technology contest. Dallas and
some of his "inventions" are featured in
the new M C C film, "Give Me Your Hand:
MCC Today."
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«Sbhe past year and a half that Rich and
I and our two girls have lived in Guatemala has not been the easiest period of
our lives. We have faced the disruption
of home, the learning of a new language,
the responsibility for the well-being of
fifteen adults and five children and for
the direction of the Mennonite Central
Committee program—and this all within the framework of a very volatile political climate where torture, murder and
fear are everyday occurrences.
We said good-bye to family and boarded a plane destined for Guatemala in
February 1980. We left with a strong
belief that the church must confront evil
such as exists so blatantly in Guatemala.
The day after we arrived we moved in
with a Guatemalan family, our home for
the next three months. In looking back,
I wonder how we did it. That kind of a
move still looks like a very unsettling,

frightening experience. Yet, Leigh adjusted quite rapidly to her bi-lingual nursery
school and Laura to her babysitter. We
settled down to a six hour a day, one-onone tutor routine. There were days when
I wanted to quit, when I thought I
couldn't take another day of the humiliation of not being able to express myself.
But then, we didn't expect the transition
to be easy. (In fact, I had expected the
worst! Little faith.) Through it all, we
were made to be thankful and we offer
that thanks to God.
Then we left the womb of language
study, venturing out into the work-aday world, to prove our newly acquired
language skills (and to realize once again
how little we knew), to establish a new
home for ourselves and a home away
from home for our volunteers, and to
assume the direction of the MCC program. That's when the real tests came.

The hardest thing for me in this past
year has not been the physical relocation, or the inconveniences of beginning
a new home and learning a new language. What has been the hardest to
deal with is the realization that in a
situation where oppression and violence
abound, there are no underlying securities. Here the securities of a somewhat
stable society do not exist. Here one's
natural fears for personal safety are not
allayed by a governing body that at least
pretends to foster righteousness and the
sanctity of human life. Quite to the contrary, the authorities do little to hide
those mass slayings which appear to be
their doing. And because violent killings
are everyday occurrences condoned by
the government, it is very easy for individual citizens to solve personal conflicts with a gun, with no fear of reprisal.
There is no law.
I'm not so naive as to think that evil is
not very much at work in the U.S. as
well as in Guatemala. But life in the U.S.
did offer me a certain level of security.
Suddenly I was stripped of my security
blanket and in its place offered a part in
a horror drama.
I fear for our volunteers, more for
their emotional health than their physical safety. I fear for our Guatemalan
friends who are community leaders (a
dangerous thing to be here), and I fear
for the many Guatemalans caught in the
middle of an ugly war.
I fear also for our children, so young,
yet exposed to the reality of evil. I hurt
to hear Leigh ask, "But why would
anyone put off a bomb in a grocery
store?" I cry inside at her explanation for
lying down while in the car. "I think all
of those soldiers don't like children and
want to kill them all." I want to whisk
her away from it all when she awakens
screaming from a dream in which "they
killed Daddy."
However, through the inner turmoils
of the past year, we have not lost our
strong belief that the church must address this evil. We have not felt that we
should leave. In fact, exposure to the
flagrant need for a peacemaking presence has reinforced our decision to serve
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here. However, with loss of earthly
securities, I have had to rely u p o n the
security that comes through my faith in
Christ. I have more seriously begun the
search for how I can claim the living
presence of God in my life. I believe that
Christianity encompasses all of life and
speaks to every situation. I believe that it
is possible to "know the Father." And
living here has shown me that a knowledge of the Father and his guidance do
not come through 10-minute Bible reading sessions and quickly-voiced prayers.
I must be willing to do more to open
myself to a relationship with him. And
so I want to explore more the disciplines
that will lead me to a greater awareness
of God.
It is difficult to live in Guatemala and
not entertain feelings of bitterness and
contempt for the oppressors of the
masses. In this tension-filled, angry part
of the world, it is easy to be pulled into
the ugliness of it all, allowing that to
even affect personal relationships. I have
been challenged to recognize the centrality of forgiveness in God's relationship
to me on a daily basis, and therefore
how central forgiveness must be in our
relationship with others. I have been
made to look at my life to find where I
need to be asking forgiveness of others
and where I must offer forgiveness to
others. The giving and taking of forgiveness will be repeated time and again
as we struggle with how to present the
K i n g d o m of God here in Guatemala, to
present love to both the oppressor and
the oppressed.

A

ndres Cruz* was talking to Enrique
Palacios, Executive Minister of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Nicaragua,
explaining why he left a good position
with the F S L N (Frente Sandinista for
National Liberation). His words whetted my appetite to know more about
him. The next day I made an appointment to visit his farm and he invited me
to attend his baptismal service.
Andres had accepted Jesus Christ in
my pastoral training course in Huapi. I
hadn't even given an invitation. After
my class on the methods and ministry of
the Apostle Paul, he walked forward
and said he wanted to accept Christ and

From Sandinista
revolutionary to
peacemaker
by Eugene Madeira

No, the last year and a half has not
been easy for us, but I feel the challenges
have been worthwhile. If we seem to
accomplish no great thing here in Guatemala, at least we will have learned just
a bit more of our dependency on God,
who is our underlying security. We will
have experienced a security that goes
beyond earthly securities and which will
bind together and sustain our family as
well as the M C C team here. •

serve Christ and his kingdom as Paul
did.
The baptismal service took place on
Andres' farm several months later. It
took me two days to get there. First by
bus for seven hours, then by boat for five
hours and the next day a five-hour ride
on horseback to the backlands of Zelaya
before we arrived at his farm. He provided the horses and on our way told me
about his three years as a Sandinista
guerilla.
Andres expected a big crowd at his
baptism. I could hardly believe my eyes
as 150 people arrived—some walking,
others by horseback, many carrying
babies and accompanied by small children. They came over a five kilometer
trail Andres and 30 of his neighbors had
cut through the jungle. Andres and his
neighbors cut this trail around the prop-

Martha and Richard Sider are members
of the Grantham, PA congregation.

* For obvious reasons, this is not his real
name.
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erty of a neighbor who objected to having so many people pass through his
land. Andres had proved himself to be a
peacemaker—cutting a new trail to
reach his farm and the farms of his
neighbors.
By 3:00 p.m. nearly everyone had
arrived. A temporary chapel had been
built for the baptism. The baptismal
service was held in the afternoon, with
an all-night praise and preaching service
held that night. I was glad to see his wife
join the service. (During the two days I
was there, she and local women prepared 300 meals—serving 150 people
twice). The high point of the evening
service c a m e
when Andres'
brother and
his wife accepted the Lord.
Andres has become the Apostle
Paul of the area.
For ten years he
was coordinator for the training of delegates of the R o m a n
Catholic Church. He carried
on work in 40 villages, providing health, education and religious training in these villages. When I
asked him why he left the Catholic
Church, he showed me an illustrated
book published since the revolution
entitled. Capitalism and Socialism for
Beginners, written by two priests. The
book taught Marxist theory, class war
and advertised a second book, Atheism
for Beginners.
Andres opposed the teaching of the
use of force by liberation theology as the
way to liberty. He liked the Brethren in
Christ emphasis of love and peace. "As a
Catholic I understood that Christ died
for my sins, but as a Brethren in Christ I
want to bear the good news that Jesus'
kingdom is one of repentance and faith.
I want to help spread this gospel of the
Kingdom based on truth, love and
justice." •

Eugene and Ruth Madeira have returned
to the United States after a year of leadership
training service in Nicaragua.
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Church News
Allegheny Conference
T h e Christ's Crusaders of the Big Valley congregation sponsored a Fall Harvest meeting on
S u n d a y , Nov. 8. Gifts of harvest were given to a
needy family in the area. • A reception was held on
Sunday, Oct. 18 for 12 persons who joined the
Carlisle congregation.

n
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Alvin & Thata Book, Mary & John Bundy
Rev. and Mrs. John Bundy were installed as the
pastoral couple of the Cedar Heights congregation
on S u n d a y , Aug. 16. Bishop Alvin Book gave the
m o r n i n g message. • T h e Five Forks congregation
held a 4-day Prophetic Conference on Oct. 22-25
with guest speaker, Rev. Jacob H. Bowers.
T h e Montgomery congregation reports receiving three persons into fellowship recently. Rev.
Roy Sider was the guest speaker on Sunday, Oct.
11.* Special guests f o r the Paramount congregation were Rev. D a r i u s Salter, executive director of
the Christian Holiness Association o n Oct. 11, and
S a m Dalton for a week of services Oct. 18-23.
A child dedication service was held by the
Ridgevue congregation recently f o r f o u r children.
• T h e Spring Hope congregation reports an evening concert was presented t o t h e m by the M o u n tain A n t h e m Choir.
A C h u r c h Dedication service was held on S u n day a f t e r n o o n , Oct. 25, by the West Shore congregation. Rev. a n d Mrs. Simon Lehman are the
pastoral couple.

Atlantic Conference
L a y m a n ' s S u n d a y was observed on Oct. 11 by
the Conoy congregation. T h e Men's Fellowship
c o n d u c t e d the service. • T h e week of Oct. 4 was
observed as Missions Emphasis week by the Elizabethtown congregation. Bishop John Byers and
Rev. Roy Sider were the guest speakers.
A series of five films were viewed by the Palmyra congregation, beginning on S u n d a y night.
Oct. 25. T h e films, by Dr. Henry Brandt, a Christian psychologist a n d a u t h o r , are on personal
growth. • Rev. John Reitz led a series of five
meetings on m a n a g i n g time t o his congregation,
the Skyline View Church.

Canadian Conference
T h e Boyle congregation reports receiving f o u r
persons into fellowship recently and one person
baptized. • Bishop Harvey Sider led in the consecration service of Elaine Cassel as deaconess of the
Bridlewood congregation on Sunday, Sept. 27.
The Heise Hill congregation hosted a musical
concert. " T h e White Family," given by the Wain-
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fleet congregation. The Bridlewood congregation
joined in the service. • Attendance records were set
by the Massey Place congregation on their Bring a
Guest Sunday, both in S u n d a y school and morning worship.
The Salvation A r m y Band presented a musical
service to the Wainfleet congregation on S u n d a y
evening, Oct. 4.

Central Conference
The Seekers, consisting of youth f r o m the
Bethel (Cassopolis) congregation and a neighboring Friends congregation, presented a musical
presentation to the Friends C h u r c h on S u n d a y
evening, Nov. 1. • Rally D a y was held by the
Christian Union congregation on Sunday, Nov. 1.
Dane Bailey was the guest speaker for the morning
service and also presented a sacred concert in the
afternoon.
Special guests of the Northridge congregation
on Sunday, Oct. 11, were the Carl Knepper family.
Both Carl and Winifred shared in the morning
service. • The Pomeroy Chapel congregation held
an Old-fashioned Service on Sunday, Oct. 25.
An illustrated message on the Holy Lands was
presented t o the Union Grove congregation o n
S u n d a y evening, Nov. 15, by Ernest Lehman. The
Lehmans, members of the Waterford Mennonite
Church, spent ten years in Jericho and Jerusalem
with M C C .

Midwest Conference
The Mountain View congregation held a Sunday School Fall R o u n d - U p on Sunday, Oct. 18. A
barbecue was held following the morning service.
• Mr. and Mrs. Ray Sider shared at the Rosebank
Church about the Montreal Lake Children's
Home. The Abilene and Zion congregations joined in the service.

Pacific Conference
The Labish congregation held a Missionary
Conference Nov. 7-11. A m o n g those sharing in the
conference were T o m Zobel, Elias M c M o y o , William and M a r y Hoke, Bud Tusant, Darrel and
Lynn Mishler. George Hayes, and George
Simonka.
Forty-five persons were present f o r the first Service of the Seekers Community Church located at
D i a m o n d Bar, Ca., on Sunday, Oct. 4. A kick-off
dinner was held on Friday evening, Sept. 25, with
32 present. • The Upland congregation hosted an
M C C Rally on Friday evening. Oct. 23. Rev.
Myron Augsburger was the featured speaker.

For The Record . . .
Births
Bell: Brian M a t t h e w , Sept. 19; A l a n a n d
Brenda Bell, Palmyra congregation, Pa.
B u c k w a l t e r : M a t t h e w R i c h a r d , O c t . 10;
Michael and J o a n Buckwalter, M a n o r congregation, Pa.

Cramer: David, Aug. 20; Brian and
Lady Cramer, Zion congregation, Ks.

Joyce

Flounlacker: J o h n Paul. Oct. 6; J o e and Claudia Flounlacker, Refton congregation, Pa.
Garland: Melissa A n n , Oct. 27; T i m o t h y and
D a w n Garland, M a n o r congregation. Pa.
Gladfelter: A d a m James, Oct. 1; J i m and Terri
Gladfelter, C h a m b e r s b u r g congregation. Pa.
Hall: Arielle, Oct. 2; M a r k and R h o n d a (Heise)
Hall, Bridlewood congregation, Ont.
Hoke: Alden E d w a r d , Oct. 21; Carlton and
M a r y Hoke. Palmyra congregation. Pa.
Hoover: Kevin Michael, Sept. 21; A m o s and
Jean Hoover, Bridlewood congregation, Ont.
Keller: Curtis Lloyd, Oct. 16; Richard and
Faye Keller, Martinsburg congregation. Pa. T h e
Kellers reside in Pasadena, Tx.
Keller: Jeremy Victor, Oct. 13; Warren and
Chris Keller, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Meek: Gary Lynn, Oct. 13; Ellsworth and
Maxine Meek, Five F o r k s congregation. Pa.
Metzger: Lori Ann, Oct. 6; D o n and Beth
Metzger, M a n o r congregation. Pa.
Palmer: Kendra Sue, Oct. 6; Rev. Ralph and
Mary Beth Palmer, Air Hill congregation, Pa.
Paylor: Brian Vinson, Sept. 19; Eric and Bonnie Paylor, Antrim congregation, Pa.
Savoy: Jennifer Lynn, Sept. 9; J i m and Ellen
Savoy, P a r a m o u n t congregation, Md.
Stern: M a t t h e w M a r k , Aug. 11; M a r k and
Cindy Stern, Cedar Heights congregation, Pa.
Wenger: Kristen Nicole, Oct. 21; Carlin and
D o n n a (Climenhaga) Wenger, Harrisburg, Pa.
Willick: Christopher Paul. Sept. 26; D o u g and
Linda Willick. Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Zeager: Jeremy David, Sept. 28; Herbert and
Margaret Zeager, Air Hill congregation. Pa.

Weddings
Boyer-Summers: L a u r a Sue, daughter of D o n ald Summers a n d Kathryn Royer and Timothy
James, son of M r . a n d Mrs. J a m e s Boyer, Aug. 22,
in the St. Paul's United Methodist Church, Elizabethtown, Pa., with Rev. F r a n k A. Nickel J r .
officiating.
Buseck-Ream: Lauri, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. J a m e s R e a m and M a r k , son of Mr. and Mrs.
Archie Buseck, Aug. 18, with Rev. Preston P a r t h emer officiating.
Denlinger-Murray: J a n , daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Wilbur Landis, Strasburg, Pa., and Mr. and
Mrs. J o h n M u r r a y , Leola, Pa., and Michael, son
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of Mr. and Mrs. Jere Denlinger, Pequea, Pa.,
Aug. 29, in the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating.
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Heise-Kipe: Gloria, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Kipe, and Jim, son of Mr. and Mrs. J a c o b
Heisey, Oct. 10. in the Elizabethtown Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Graybill Brubaker and
Rev. Dale Allison officiating.
Hess-Radtke: Diane, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Erick P. Radtke, Lancaster, Pa., and Parke, son of
M r . and Mrs. Paul S. Hess, Conestoga, Pa., Oct.
10, in the Pequea Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating.
Lee-Tam: Ginny Tam, and Roger Lee, both of
Scarborough, Ont., Sept. 5, in the Bridlewood
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Leonard
Chester officiating.
Mellinger-Wingert: Judy, daughter of Rev.
Gerald and Dr. Lucille Wingert, Lancaster, Pa.,
and Eugene, son of Harold and Nancy Mellinger,
Mt. Joy, Pa., Sept. 26, in the Pequea Brethren in
Christ Church with father of the bride and Rev.
Dale Engle officiating.
Reist-Leaman: J o a n n e Marie, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Raymond B. Leaman, Willow Street,
Pa., and Timothy Neal, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Reist, M o u n t Joy, Pa., Oct. 17, in the
M a n o r Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n
Hawbaker and Rev. William Reist, brother of the
bridegroom, officiating.
Stern-Kuntz: Winifred Kuntz, Carlisle, Pa.,
and Lane, son of Rev. Hubert Stern, Sept. 26, in
the Calvary Road Church of God, Carlisle, with
father of the groom, Rev. Robert Smith, and Rev.
Roger Witter officiating.

Obituaries
Lechlitner: Mrs. Merlie E. Lechlitner, born
Oct. 25, 1896 in Harrison Twp., In., died Oct. 13,
1981 in the Americana Nursing Home, Elkhart,
In. She was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J o h n
Canen. On March 20, 1915, she was married to
Melvin Ray Lechlitner who preceded her in death
in 1969. She is survived by two sons: F r a n k and
James; a daughter, Mrs. Violet Jean Fletcher;
three brothers; two sisters; five grandchildren; two
step-grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren.
She was a member of the Union Grove Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Carl Stump and Rev. Gilbert
Gomez.
Luteran: J o h n Luteran, San Francisco, Ca.,
born in Czechoslovakia in 1896, died July 28,
1981. He came to America when he was a young
m a n and was converted in 1939 on a street in
Chinatown. He was a member of the Brethren in
Christ Church for 42 years. He was married to
E m m a Crider who preceded him in death in 1967.
Interment was in the Cypress Lawn Cemetery.
Pollard: David B. Pollard, Ridgeville, Ont.,
born Sept. 5, 1887, died July 6, 1981. He is survived by two daughters: Marjorie and Audrey.
Rev. J o h n Young conducted the funeral service in
the Dixion Funeral Home. Interment was in the
Hillside Cemetery, Ridgeville.
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Arts center dedicated
The $4 million fine arts center at Messiah
College was dedicated on Saturday, October
17. At the conclusion of the ceremony the
major sculptural work, "Equilibrium," was
unveiled. Standing in the arts center courtyard, this 9'/2-foot piece by Minnesota artist
Raymond I. Jacobson is constructed of
copper and embodies the concepts of wholeness and the Messiah.
The 48,000 square foot building, one of
the finest arts facilities in south-central
Pennsylvania, is named in honor of Dr. and
Mrs. A. W. Climenhaga of Grantham. According to D. Ray Hostetter, president of the
college, the naming is most appropriate
because the Climenhagas have given many
years of service to Messiah in teaching and
administration. They have always been both
creators and admirers of art, and have
underwritten the center in a generous and
highly significant way.
The auditorium-theatre is named in honor
of Earl D. Miller of Hummelstown, who
served for 41 years as professor of music and
director of choirs.
Professor Miller became legendary as a
teacher because of his direct student contact,
his winning ways, and his eminence in the
field. In Hostetter's words, "He was of inestimable value in providing high visibility to
the college through his excellent vocal music
program. He was a primary public relations
f a c t o r f o r Messiah over a n u m b e r of
decades."
The late M. Evelyn Poe of Chambersburg
has been honored in the naming of the main
stage area. She served on the faculty for 13
years, most of them as chairman of the Division of Language, Literature, and Fine Arts.
She later served on the Board of Trustees.
An exemplary teacher, Miss Poe was
committed to excellence. Her years of teaching ensure that hundreds of lives have been,
are now, and will continue to be affected by
her.
The choral-recital hall has been named for
Mr. and Mrs. D. S. Poorman of Newville.
The Poormans have demonstrated a substantial participation in music throughout
their lives in church and cultural involvements.
In more recent years, according to Hostetter, they have given comradeship and support in numerous areas of the college.
The late M. Louise Aughinbaugh of Harrisburg is being honored in the naming of the

art gallery. She was always highly absorbed
in the arts and displayed enthusiasm for the
finest in culture. She shared her treasures
while she lived, and she left the considerable
substance of her estate to the college.
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice E. Shaffer of Lewisberry have provided the major sculptural
work, "Equilibrium," to complement the
Fine Arts Center. In doing this, says Hostetter, they have contributed a new dimension
for developing an art appreciation climate
on the campus. The sculpture will stand in
the fine arts center courtyard being named in
their honor.

Frey receives award
Emerson Frey, Millersville, PA, was the
recipient of the Alumni Appreciation Award,
presented Oct. 17 during Homecoming Weekend at Messiah College. The citation read in
part,
"Your readiness to alter your career for
further training so as to prepare for service to
your alma mater is praiseworthy. We honor
you for your dedicated service on the faculty
during the 1960's. This you did by absenting
yourself from the day-to-day operation of
your family business and commuting many
miles each week.
"We further honor you for your distinguished service as a trustee of Messiah College. You have been a valuable leader in
academic affairs, a wise counselor on business matters, and have been resourceful in
helping to advance the interests of the college.
"As important as these have been, the
Messiah College Alumni Association has
chosen to honor you primarily for your most
recent accomplishment—serving as the general chairman of the successful $4,000,000
More Than Bread Campaign to provide a
new fine arts center for the college."
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Your presence
will receive
special presents!

Let YOUth Decide
December 28-30,1981
French Lick, Indiana
_ET YOUTH DECID

Rev. Warren Hoffman
Pastor of Oklahoma City Brethren in Christ Church
"The Lord has given me
something importantto
say; it's a'fire' burning inside me and I
want to communicate it with conviction and clarity as a
message from Jesus Christ Himself."

Bishop Don Shafer
Midwest and Pacific
Conferences. "I
believe in youth
asthecommunicators of the
faith. My loyalty
is to the church
and to Let YOUth
Decide as one
of its important
expressions."

Rev. Doug Sider
Massey Place
Community
Church.
"When I was a
young person,
I was so misc h e v i o u s that
one professor,
in f r u s t r a t i o n ,
told me, 'You'
never amountto
anything.' After
that conversation God came
into my life and put it all
together. It's terrific!"

Mr. Frank J. Fimiano, Convention
Director
"I have devoted my professional life to
working with
youth because
they are sensitive, creative,
enthusiastic,
and just plain
fun to be around."

Homeward Bound f§
Jay Enterline, Jeff Kephart, Bethanne
Littlefield, Heidi Martin, Brian Pare,
Ellen Poor, and Nita Stern
A musical ministry team from
Messiah College will present an original
concert at Let YOUth Decide.
Sponsored by the
Board of Christian Education

Give your youth
a present that will
last a lifetime.
Send them to
Let YOUth Decide!

An

alternative

Christian education

idea

Summer
in the city
by Anne Chamberlain

W h a t do you do with a teacher shortage a n d fluctuating a t t e n d a n c e in S u n day school during the s u m m e r months?
T h e H a r r i s b u r g congregation faced
t h a t p r o b l e m again this year, and came
u p with a creative answer.
Defining the problem
T h e p r o b l e m , as we saw it, was
three-fold. First, we were losing several of our Children's S u n d a y school
teachers f o r various reasons at the
beginning of the summer. M a n y potential teachers felt unqualified to begin
teaching. We needed a n experience
t h a t would provide positive feelings
a b o u t teaching children.
Second, we were faced with constantly c h a n g i n g class sizes d u r i n g the
s u m m e r , as visitors came frequently,
a n d our own m e m b e r s vacationed even
m o r e frequently. We needed a prog r a m that would be capable of being
c o m p l e t e in one S u n d a y school h o u r ,
a n d yet provide carry-over for regular
attenders.
T h i r d , we felt t h a t family units are
all t o o often severed d u r i n g church
activities. We needed an experience
t h a t would provide a n o p p o r t u n i t y f o r
intergenerational interaction within the
family.
Finding the solution
R o d Chamberlain, a member of the
Harrisburg Church and a teacher at
M i l t o n H e r s h e y S c h o o l , f o u n d the
solution. With the support of the congregational Board of Christian Education, he developed a family class. ParAnne Chamberlain chairs the Harrisburg congregation's Board of Christian
Education. She and her husband Rod have
two young sons, Seth and Daniel.
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ents and their children aged three and up
were invited to participate. Children who attended without their parents
were "adopted" for the summer by couples without children. He created a
number of learning centers around the
central t h e m e of " F a m i l y W o r s h i p
Ideas." He facilitated the groups each
week as they chose a different center to
complete.
Explaining the details
Each S u n d a y began with a rally time
f o r singing, p r a y i n g , a n d s h a r i n g .
Songs were geared to the children,
who usually led the singing. The song,
"God's Plan F o r Families," was a d o p t ed as the t h e m e song for the s u m m e r .
The children were also encouraged to
pray. Usually their simple, honest prayers were quite p r o f o u n d . The sharing
time included reactions to the intergenerational experience a n d explanations of new centers.
Next came forty minutes of involvement with a selected center. Each center included reading a Bible (or a
Bible-related) story. This was followed
by interaction a b o u t the story t h e m e
a n d a related activity. Center themes
ranged f r o m television to creation, and
f r o m the N a v a j o Mission to the p r o b lem of lying.
The N a v a j o center involved viewing
an Encyclopaedia Britannica filmstrip
called " N a v a j o Children." Next, the
g r o u p was to follow the recipe f o r
N a v a j o Fry Bread in the
More-withLess
Cookbook.
After the family
m a d e the bread, they were encouraged
to share the results with other participants. As an additional outside activity, each family could write to one of
our workers at the N a v a j o Mission.
The last ten minutes of class were

designed for clean-up and fellowship.
A snack was always available, t h a n k s
to " O p e r a t i o n Elijah." Families were
asked to keep us in oil a n d flour (see 1
K i n g s 17:7-16) by c o n t r i b u t i n g a
healthy snack when the supply was
low. In addition to this we were often treated to Fry Bread (which must be close
to m a n n a , it's so good).
One exciting portion of the class was
the practical application of the parable
of the talents ( M a t t . 25:14-30). The
first S u n d a y several persons acted out
the parable. Then each participant was
given $ 1.00. Family groups were encouraged to be good and f a i t h f u l servants
with t h e i r " t a l e n t s . " T h e " m a s t e r "
would return to collect the talents on
the last S u n d a y in August. Several
families t h o u g h t of unique ways to
invest their dollars. One g r o u p had a
l e m o n a d e stand on hot days. A n o t h e r

Pastor Woody Dalton prepares Navajo
Fry Bread with a young friend.
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Readers Respond
Thanks f o r . . .
Thank you for printing the article
about miscarriage by Shelly F. Crider in
the September 25th issue of the Evangelical Visitor. I related to the feelings she
expressed because I suffered a miscarriage last summer.
Miscarriage is something we try not
to think about and we don't think it will
happen to anyone we know. However, it
is more common than most people realize. As Shelly stated, "one out of five
pregnancies ends in a miscarriage."
I, like Shelly, felt very unprepared
and because of this, I felt fear, confusion
and sadness. I was afraid because I
didn't know what was happening. I was
confused because my husband and 1
really wanted the baby and we thought it
was God's will for us.
The fear and confusion were gradually replaced by a deep sadness and
depression because of the loss. A part of
me had been taken away and I mourned
for our lost child.

Summer in the City
(from page 13)

group made juice bars and iced tea to
sell to thirsty athletes after Monday
night volleyball at the church. Another
group made fuzzy magnetic creatures
for refrigerator doors, and sold them
to their neighbors.
The final class session was a celebration time. The Board of Christian
Education provided donuts, milk, coffee, and tea. Each family brought
enough fresh fruit for themselves. The
fruit was combined to make a community fruit cup. Each group shared
some of the projects they had completed. Comments and reactions to the
summer were aired. As a final highlight, the talents were collected. From
the original fifty $1.00 bills distributed, we received back over $100.00.
We usually spend $600.00 for Sunday school materials for our children
per quarter. We spent $50.00 for the
talents and $30.00 for materials this
summer, for a total of $80.00. We
praise God for creative families who
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God healed my husband and me
through the use of his people. Our
friends, church family and relatives all
carried us through this period by giving
their support. The words that helped me
the most were, "We're so sorry." I thank
God for these dear people.
Thank you again for publishing this
article. We need more such articles
about the everyday experiences people
go through.
Helen Gruenewald
Goshen, IN

It's late Saturday night and I'm working to get down on paper, logically, my
thoughts on the theme "Promoting Missions in the Home," to be given tomorrow morning at Air Hill. One of my
points is that every Brethren in Christ
home should be receiving the Visitor
(and therefore), and reading it.
In the midst of these preparation, I
write this note and find deviation from
mental strain and pressure of preparation. May the Lord bless you.
Carolyn Mann
Mechanicsburg, PA

Just a note to express appreciation for
the Visitor, especially the excellent coverage of missions. Not only one, but two
and three articles per issue—factual,
informative, interesting and attractive—
and challenging.
Sometimes I hear people say we don't
know the missionaries. With the good
coverage we are getting in the Visitor
and therefore, we have no excuse for
being uninformed.

(Editor's note: therefore is a house
organ of Brethren in Christ Missions,
distributed free six times a year upon
request. Write to P. O. Box 27, Mount
Joy, PA 17552.)
For 75 years . . .

Evaluating the results
We believe that the family class had
four positive results. First, families
were exposed to worship activities
with the potential of adding depth and
variety to home worship times. Second,
children with unchurched parents developed a higher level of closeness with
"adopted" parents. This led to shared
experiences outside of the church setting. Third, potential teachers experienced the joys of using learning centers, and of working with a small
group of children. Fourth, we were
able to do more-with-less. We saved
the church money and needed only one
teacher-facilitator instead of the usual
eight to ten teachers.

Thank you for your recent letter
informing us of our renewed subscription. I will also take this opportunity to
briefly express my appreciation for the
Visitor. Frankly, I felt an urge to do this
for some time.
This valued paper came to my parents' home before I was born. It still
comes and we anxiously await its arrival. I have been avidly perusing its pages
for seventy-five years. The varied features endeavour to give good balance to
the promotion of our respective ministries. Its family-related aspect, so essential in keeping smaller denominations
intact, is well designed. For the most
part, the general reading content has the
necessary academic quality to make it a
valued religious magazine serving beyond the denominational limits.
I would suggest that you continue the
use of pictures but it might not be necessary to increase the quantity even though
the quality has been very good.
E. J. Swalm
Bishop Emeritus
Duntroon, Ontario

Sharing the idea
If you believe that some of our ideas
might be adapted to your situation, we
would be happy to make available
detailed plans for the centers that we
used. Write to Rod Chamberlain, 1956
Mulberry Street, Harrisburg, PA
17104. •

Being part of a ministry in its 94th
year of service to the church is both
humbling and rewarding. The words of
appreciation voiced in the letters above
(and in others not printed) are really
directed toward the writers—some 130
Brethren in Christ last year—who contribute to the Evangelical Visitor. May
their tribe increase!

helped us end up $20.00 ahead of
where we began.

Evangelical
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News from
Messiah Village
Mrs. Mary G. Eshelman, chairman of
the board of the Children's Family Center and a resident at Messiah Village,
recently spoke on "Children and the
Elderly" at the national meeting of the
Children's Defense Fund at the Aspen
Institute-Wye Facility in Queenstown,
Maryland. The forum to promote programs linking children and the elderly
was held for representatives from such
organizations as the National Council
of Senior Citizens and the Child Welfare
League of America, Association of Junior Leagues, Foster Grandparent Program, and Generations Together.
Mrs. Eshelman was a key person in
organizing the Children's Family Center
at Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, PA,
which began operation in 1978, emphasizing the child's need to interact with
older people. The residents need the
stimulus and positive presence of children and are enlivened with a small
hand to hold or receiving a kiss or hug.

MCC registers at UN
Mennonite Central Committee has
registered as a non-governmental organization (NGO) with the United Nations
Office of Public Information. The registration allows MCC access to U.N.
information and facilities.
Beth Heisey, former MCC worker in
Jordan and no w a resident of New York
City, will be MCC's designated representative with the United Nations office,
along with Urbane Peachey, executive
secretary of the MCC Peace Section.
Beth is a native of Manheim, Pa., and
a graduate of Messiah College in Grantham, PA. She served in Jordan from
1972 to 1974 and now works with the
United Methodist Office for the United
Nations in New York.
Her assignment will include attending
weekly briefings for registered NGOs,
and keeping alert to new U.N. developments or issues in which MCC may have
interest.
Such issues would include food and
hunger, refugees, militarism and development, forestation, and U.N. involvement in the areas of the Horn of Africa,
Southeast Asia and the Middle East.
The registration as an NGO does not
commit M C C to support any policy
statements or actions of the United
Nations, but only serves to make information from the United Nations available to MCC.
November

25, 1981

EDITORIAL

Called to be trustees

Among Brethren in Christ congregations, November is Stewardship
Emphasis month. And what could serve as a more appropriate introduction to a discussion of stewardship than Psalm 24:1?
The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and
they that dwell therein.
This familiar yet magnificent passage reminds us of God's rightful claim
as Creator over all the universe. Consider as well the fact that God has
redeemed us from sin, giving us new life in Jesus Christ. These foundational truths help provide an appropriate backdrop for a look at the topic
of stewardship.
Far too often, stewardship is viewed solely in terms of meeting budgets
or responding to emotion-laden appeals for contributions. Certainly the
giving of money is a key element in stewardship, and graphic descriptions
of need may help to focus our giving. But a biblical understanding of
stewardship involves much more than just our wallets.
Christian stewardship has been defined as the practice of systematically
and proportionately sharing one's time, talent, and material possessions in
the service of God and for the benefit of all humanity. Undergirding this
definition is the premise that all which we commonly say we possess—the
trilogy of time, talent and treasure—is in fact a trust, given to us by God. In
this view we are not "owners" but are rather "trustees." Or, to use a biblical
word Jesus often used, we are "stewards."
Most Christians I know give at least verbal assent to this premise. In
practice, however, we frequently live as though we are self-made individuals, solely responsible for that which we have accumulated, and certainly
deserving of everything we can acquire through our diligent efforts. It is
human nature to believe that our talents and possessions are the result of
our own ingenuity and hard work. Only the eyes of faith and minds
renewed by God's Spirit can perceive God at work in supplying our needs.
Stewardship is fundamentally a question of commitment to the lordship
of Christ. Rather than being primarily a financial concern, stewardship
really focuses on our time and energies. As disciples, are we willing to
become vulnerable to the demands of others for our time and attention?
Are we prepared to sacrifice our interests in order to minister to that lonely
person down the street? Will we utilize our talents in helping to build up the
body of believers? Have we allowed the Holy Spirit to control our hopes,
our dreams, our ambitions—which ultimately serve to shape our lives?
When these aspects of our life have been brought under the lordship of
Christ, one can almost guarantee that our checking accounts will follow.
Nevertheless, we need not apologize for frank discussions in the Christian community on the financial aspects of stewardship. Consider how
frequently money and its use figured in Jesus' teaching. In an article in the
Spring 1981 issue of Leadership, Pastor Ben Patterson suggests that
"collecting money in the church is God's way of keeping worship from
degenerating into frothy, empty sentimentality." He continues.

I

When I ask my church members to get concrete and specific
about the financial dimension of their relationship to God, I'm not
doing anything that is fundamentally different from giving an
altar call or serving communion or encouraging a parishioner to
read the Bible. All are woven into the same fabric of spiritual
worship.
Let us remember that stewardship is best understood as a style of life, not
simply a now-and-then response to an appeal for money. Stewardship is
our faith-response to the lordship of Christ, a joyful giving of ourselves and
our material possessions in service to God. Or, as summed up by our
brother Norman Wingert,
To have
Is to owe,
Not to own.
G
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B O O K REVIEW

Invited to
Faith
by David Schroeder
Reviewed by E. Morris Sider

Invited to faith: the words have an
attractive, compelling ring. The reader
opens this second book in the adult curriculum of the Foundation Series anticipating new insights into precious old
truths.
How do we come to have faith in
God? asks a u t h o r David Schroeder of
the Canadian Mennonite Bible College
in Winnipeg, Canada. The answer—by
God's revelation to us in his acts in history and by our responses to those acts.
In the Old Testament, God's revelation
came in many ways: in his creating the
world, in his giving freedom of choice to
humankind, in his saving of the Hebrews
in the Exodus, in his covenanting with
them at Sinai, and in the ministry of the
prophets in the later kingdom years. In
the New Testament, Jesus is the confirmation of God's revelation, the fulfillment of God's promises to the h u m a n
race.
These great acts of God in history
have invited all people—from the Hebrews to ourselves—to faith in him. It is
in proper response to this invitation that
we become children of God.

Invited to Faith is the book to be studied
in the December-February quarter of the
Adult Foundation Series. It is reviewed by
Dr. E. Morris Sider. the Brethren in Christ
editor of the curriculum.
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But that is only one layer of truth
which we are invited to share in this rich
book. Schroeder insists throughout the
volume that God's great acts in history
are continuing acts, and thus the invitation to faith is constantly being renewed.
God not only created the world but he
also continues to be in the world in a
creative way, and, wonderful to think,
we are called to be creators with him.
God's saving act was not limited to the
Exodus; it was repeated many times in
the history of the children of Israel, and
it is repeated for us and all future people
through the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. God continues to covenant with his people, and f r o m time to
time to send them the prophetic ministry. What a generous and unmistakable
invitation to faith!
In the last four chapters, Schroeder
dramatically shifts the emphasis f r o m
the ways in which people are invited to
faith to the manner in which Christians
respond to faith in the changing seasons
of their lives. In a chapter on each, the
a u t h o r takes us through early adulthood, middle adulthood, later adulthood, and preparation for death. Little
has been written on the last three, he
points out, because of the false assumption that by middle adulthood we are
usually successful in our positions and
sound in our faith, and thus we have no
need for instruction. Little is written on
death because we want to pretend that it
doesn't exist. Neither attitude is the
proper response to faith. Thus the author

proceeds to give us thoughtful suggestions for the ordering of our adult and
elderly Christian lives.
The richness of this part of the book
may be illustrated by a small section
f r o m the last chapter ("Whether I Live
or Die"). Even dying, the author maintains, holds out a promise—that Christians can experience the presence and
power of God if they enter death's door
with trust and commitment. That is
because death can be a time of hope—a
gateway to fulfillment—and also a time
of "ordering our lives" and healing
relationships.
"I recall," Schroeder writes, "the expectations in our rural f a r m communities that if someone was on a deathbed,
various persons would be called in and
their life together reviewed. Where there
had been hurts or betrayals, they would
be made right through restitution or
forgiveness. Sudden deaths were considered to be a problem because they did
not give time to order life." His own
father attempted to bring about healing
in a relationship that had long been
broken. When he failed to do so he
ordered all records of the relationship
destroyed by fire, a symbolic gesture
indicating that as far as he was concerned, he could now die without holding anything against his fellow man.
Invited to Faith is a splendid little
volume. It is not, however, a light book;
particularly the first part requires careful reading. But all who make the effort
will find their thinking challenged and
their faith renewed.

The invitation to a
faithful response to God's
action comes to adults
in the midst of everyday
living. The Christian faith
offers significant help
to adults as they face the
decisions of various
stages of life's pilgrimage.
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